MONTEREY REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Materials Recovery Facility

RECYCLING ACCEPTANCE LIST
Effective August 1, please include only the following recyclable materials in your local curbside and commercial recycling
collection bins. Changes within the global recycling economy have impacted the materials that MRWMD is able to accept,
process and market (see reverse for more information). A complete database of items accepted in curbside and drop-off
programs will be available in August at www.WhatGoesWhere.info and as an app in the Apple and Google Play stores.

Metal

Glass

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Beverage/Alcohol bottles
• Food jars

Aerosol cans (empty, non-toxic)
Aluminum foil, foil trays and pans
Beverage containers and lids
Coat hangers (bundled)
Food containers and lids
Pet food cans and lids
Scrap metal:
• Screws and nails
• Keys
• Paint cans (empty, no wet paint)
• Pots and pans
• Utensils
• Nuts, bolts, screws, nails

Plastic
• Plastic containers #1-5
• Beverage bottles #1-5
• Rigid Plastic Items larger
than 12 inches:
• Baskets
• Buckets
• Coat hangers
• Coolers and ice chests (Rigid, not foam)
• Crates
• #2 Flower pots (no dirt)

(Empty. Clean. Lids can
be left on.)

Paper
• Cardboard - unwaxed
• Newspaper
• Mixed Paper items:
• Colored paper
• Coupons
• Egg cartons
• Envelopes
• Cereal boxes
• Frozen food boxes
• Gift wrap and tissue paper
• Juice and milk cartons
• Junk mail
• Magazines and catalogs
• Pizza boxes (clean)
• Telephone books
• White paper
• Books (hard and soft cover)
• Shredded paper
(tie in paper or clear plastic bag)
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The China Crisis - Whose Crisis is It?
WASHINGTON DC, May 15, 2018 -- It is ours. Recycled materials and trash should look very different
from each other, but for years they have been converging in the U.S. China has not been the creator
of today's crisis in the industry - U.S. mills have been complaining for years - but China's recent
embargo of U.S. recycling imports is shining a mirror on our recycling industry and providing a clear
signal that we can no longer pretend diversion of waste into a recycling bin is recycling.
MRFs (Material Recovery Facilities) can produce quality materials out of both single stream and dual
stream inputs, but not when 20+% of the input "recyclable" stream, in some cases, are not
recyclables. The plants are not built to handle those specs, and slower, cleaner processing has not
historically been rewarded with higher market prices. Now fast, dirty recycling is being punished with
no markets. Rightly so. Clean material is a resource; dirty is not. Clean recyclables have been the
minority for years.
The good news and bad news is that customer enthusiasm for recycling is strong. The public wants to
recycle, but they express that enthusiasm by recycling materials that are not eligible. A combination
of "wishful recycling" and insufficient enforcement of quality is proving very damaging to the industry
- abysmal and volatile markets, a dirty product that is not a reliable "commodity", closed plants, and
programs that are hurting economically.
The National Recycling Coalition, along with other major industry associations, is working aggressively
in a new nationwide collaborative, to develop strategies to resolve some of these fundamental
industry and market issues.
In the meantime, the National Recycling Coalition notes that it is important to remind your
residential customers now that they should ONLY recycle the items on their LOCAL recyclables list.
This is important for U.S. users of recycled materials, and the current China embargo makes this an
opportune time for this reminder. When in Doubt - throw it in the trash!
We cannot continue to act and behave as if business as usual will offer a solution to today's issues.
We must fundamentally shift how we speak to the public, how we collect and process our
recyclables, and what our end markets accept and utilize to truly recycle. The NRC is working through
collaboratives, its series of Market Development Workshops, and Quarterly Market Calls to take steps
to turn recycling into an industry with a quality product, but we all need to work together to meet the
challenge. It seems about time - or so the world is telling us.
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